
The use of computers for data storage and retrieval for M&E

Computers are becoming invaluable resources to store and retrieve information of interest for M&E activities.

Below are some examples of activities

that may benefit from data archived / shared on computers

PROJECT PLANNING





DOCUMENT ARCHIVAL/RETRIEVAL 


(inter-organisation)





DOCUMENT ARCHIVAL/RETRIEVAL 


(organisation level)





DOCUMENT ARCHIVAL/RETRIEVAL 


(office level)





USE OF 


STATISTICAL DATA 





Specialised 


databases, such as the UNICEF’s EVALUATION DATABASE, may facilitate the research of specific M&E documents (repositories of methodologies of activities).








FINANCIAL


MONITORING





ACCESS TO M&E RESOURCES








The Internet is, of course, the main archive at our disposal. Consider also information and documents circulated on CD-ROM, and specialised archives/ library catalogues. 





Documents are often produced on PC. Remember that efficient networking, archival, cataloguing may facilitate their retrieval and use for M&E.








Organisation intranets, if available, may be a key resource for retrieving and exchanging documents and information useful for M&E. Consider for example the archives online at http://intranet.unicef.org





Statistical data needed and produced by M&E activities are increasingly collected on dedicated databases. UNICEF’s


CHILDINFO stores and uses indicators relating to the situation of children and women.








 Project 


planning (e.g. definition of project activities and dedicated resources) and financial management are done increasingly through dedicated computer programmes. UNICEF’s ProMS combines activity planning and financial management, and the information held may be of great use for monitoring and evaluating  outputs
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