
Format for effective data sharing

To be shared effectively, each piece of information (a single indicator, a photo, a graph, a report) should always come with: 

· a geo reference

· a time stamp

· meta data (information about the data themselves: source, origin, etc.)

With this information, geo-referencing can allow assessments and other operationally relevant information to be pooled from multiple sources, linked to specific locations, analysed and mapped.

Project SHARE (Structured Humanitarian Assistance Reporting) calls for a systematic approach to organise information so that it can be pooled, compared, contrasted, reconciled, and mapped. SHARE is a co-operative effort of experts from various international organisations — World Bank, OCHA, UNICEF, USAID, WFP, UNHCR, FAO — that provides a simple format for ensuring that collected data can be used by more people than just the originator. 
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META DATA





What is the source of information?


Who collected it?


What do the data represent?


What standards/methodologies where used?


How the data was measured?











Time stamp:





Collected on 01/01/2000








A report 





If all this information is provided, this indicator could be shared in common databases and/or integrated in a GIS system.








Geo-reference:





Country, Region…





GEO-REFERENCE





Where were the data collected?


What geographic area it represents?





Geo-reference can be assigned through:


GPS co-ordinates


Village/area codes as established through information co-ordination units


Use village/region names with care: different notations/names can refer to the same place








Source: UNICEF 





Data type:


Description indicator





Reference to data gathering method, sampling…

















A single indicator























Geo-reference:





Village code





Source: UNICEF





Report title





Keywords:


-, -, -, 





Abstract, methodology





Time stamp:





Published on 01/01/2000





TIME STAMP





When was the data collected?


What is the frequency of data collection (if applicable)?











If all this information is 


provided, this report could easily be made available and accessible, e.g. on  web repositories such as ReliefWeb.
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