
International standards and benchmarks — 

children’s rights

Objective

· Participants can identify the relationship between broad international standards — human rights — and eventual technical programme standards and benchmarks, and situate these as references for M&E.

Timing
(
20 minutes

Activities

	1
	Introduction


Explain the objectives of the session, not as stated above (this would provide too direct a prompt on the first question for group work below), but by briefly referring back to and/or showing again the overhead "Framing information needs".   

If participants’ understanding of the terms “indicators” and ”benchmarks” is in doubt, assign the last page of the core content sheet “Indicators” as a required reading.

	2
	Discussion
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	(
20”
	Objective: See session objectives.


Step 1. Introduction to the exercise and group work (10”-15”)
Distribute the “Basic Indicators” table from the latest “State of the World’s Children”.   Take a moment to establish that all participants understand the terms “indicator” and “benchmark”.  

Group participants in two’s or three’s where they sit.   Giving 10 – 15 minutes for the assignment, give groups the following instructions, written on individual handouts or a flipchart everyone can see:

First scan the tables and note the different indicators included.  Then, as a group, answer the following questions: 

· Are there any international benchmarks that serve to help make a judgement about the indicators for different countries?  Find one example.

· Name at least two ways that this information can be used.  

· Name one or two international normative standards – conventions, principles, accords – that served as the basis to allow the international community to agree on global standard indicators. 

· Do these indicators tell us everything we need to know about the “State of the World’s Children”?  What is missing?

Write down your answers and be ready to share in plenary.

Step 2. Plenary discussion (5”)
In plenary, take each question in turn, asking a different group to provide their answer first and allowing others to contribute additional or different answers.   

Step 3. Plenary discussion (5”)
Summarise participants’ answers as much as possible, making the key points on core content sheet “Human rights as a reference” and "References: CRC, world conference and MICS”.   Use overhead “Human rights as a reference” to help visualise the continuum of references for M&E, noting the narrower focus of benchmarks and the partial picture they provide on the broader human rights vision.  

Finally, note that international standards and benchmarks will provide a reference in framing information needs for M&E activities.  

Materials


· Flipchart and markers

· Overhead projector

· Excerpt tables from latest “State of the World Children”, which can be found on http://www.unicef.org.

Overheads

· Human rights as a reference

Handouts

· Human rights as a reference

· References: CRC, world conference and MICS
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