Iodine Deficiency Disorders Assessment Tool

Country:

Salt Production

1. What percentage of salt is iodized?

2. Is salt imported or produced?

3. Is there a group/association of salt manufacturers?

4. Are salt producers aware of iodization and its benefits?  Is there knowledge of brain damage to fetuses, or just goiter?

5. To what extent are salt manufacturers involved in the IDD effort?

Salt Marketing

1. Where is salt sold?  In what manner?

2. Is iodized salt branded or promoted as such?

3. Are those who sell salt aware of iodization and its benefits?

4. Do salt producers and marketers see IDD education as part of their work?

Salt Consumption

1. What percentage of salt consumed is iodized?

2. Are consumers aware of the benefits of iodization?

3. Do consumers know where to buy iodized salt and how to identify it?

4. Is there unmet demand for iodized salt?

IDD Knowledge

1. Are people aware of IDD in their region?

2. Do people know of consequences of IDD, particularly mental retardation?

3. Do local salt sellers know of IDD, its prevention, and its consequences?

4. Do local health practitioners recommend the use of iodized salt?

Government Response

1. Is there a government response to IDD?

2. Are there decrees, laws, or resolutions related to salt?

3. Does the MOH have an IDD strategy?  If so, what does it focus on?

4. What would the MOH like to see happen in the area of IDD prevention?

5. Is there a ministry of education response to IDD?

6. Is there integration of IDD into MCH/RH/Child Health packages?

Community Response

1. Are there local NGOs or groups working on IDD or nutrition?  What do they do?

2. Is there IDD education in the schools or other venues?

3. Existence of civil society groups such as Kiwanis, Boy/Girl Scouts, etc. who might work on IDD?

International Community’s Response

1. Are there other international organizations responding to IDD in the country? (Besides UNICEF)

2. Are there nutrition programs that do or could include IDD?

3. What materials are available in local language on IDD?

4. Is there integration of IDD into MCH/RH/Child Health packages?

UNICEF’s Response

1. Has UNICEF done an IDD assessment?

2. Is there a strategy?  Does it include communication?  When was it developed and launched?

3. What are the plans for implementing the strategy?

4. What activities have been conducted so far?

5. Has an evaluation of the activities been done?

6. Is there funding for further/continued/future activities?

7. What are plans for rolling out pilot activities?

8. Have there been any vocal opponents to salt iodization?

9. Is IDD integrated into UNICEF (and UNFPA, etc) MCH/RH/Child Health packages?

UNICEF’s Communication Activities

1. What audiences are addressed?  (Policy makers, communities/schools, public, salt producers.)

2. What are the main messages?

3. What materials and media are used?

4. Is community involvement addressed?

5. What type of feedback have you gotten from the audiences?

6. What is the reach of the campaign?

7. What obstacles have you encountered in implementing communication activities?

Media Environment

1. Television stations: number, controlling body, history of PSAs and entereducate

2. Newspapers: number, readership, journalists trained in health writing/advocacy

3. Point of sale environment

4. Other
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