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2. Healthy and safe life environment

2.1.
 Current situation
Air pollution causes children chronic respiratory diseases.  According to the ‘Report on Latvian Environmental Indicators 2001’, almost in every bigger city or town pollution concentration of CO2, SO2, benzene, lead is increased, what is evidence about unfavorable impact from motor transport to air quality.  In the structure of diseases in the first place are respiratory diseases 54%, then follows digestive apparatus diseases 8.3%.

In accordance with WHO recommendations, April 2000, the research on iodine deficiency was carried out in Latvia, recommended and financed by UNICEF, results of that defined medium iodine deficiency.  Iodine deficiency causes serious disorder of intellectual development, what can be perfectly eliminated.  It is proved scientifically, if 10% from all pupils have extended thyroid gland, it means decreasing for 10 – 15 % intellectual potential of the states population.  Assessment of epidemiological situation defines to perform necessary preventive measures to eliminate iodine deficiency in Latvia and promote population extensive use of iodine salt.

The project of Regulations of Cabinet of Ministers ‘Mandatory quality, hygienic, harmless and labeling requirements of the food salt’.  Latvian Food Center is working out ‘Plan of activities to implement national program of elimination iodine deficiency 2002 – 2005’.
Infrastructure, including school facilities, isn’t accessible and safe enough, people have difficulties to get oriented there.  Often in cities, towns as well as in rural districts there is a lack of premises for sports, recreation, and culture, green territories are under the threat.  Playgrounds for children in districts and public parks don’t correspond to interest and needs of different ages of children.

Infrastructure of settlements usually isn’t suitable for persons with special needs (no elevators, no ascents etc), it is really obstacle for integrating those children in society.  Public transport predominant isn’t suitable for transportation of disabled children.  In June 2000, Cabinet of Ministers accepted the Concept ‘Equal opportunities for all’, where the basic principles are pronounced of equal possibilities for all members of society to play the role, what is acceptable, depending from ages, sex, social and cultural factors for every human being.
Main part of infrastructure in living areas is unsafe.  17 children ages 1-14, have lost their lives in traffic accidents, 592 children were traumatized in 2001.  Last five years the trend is negative.  During 2002, 22 children lost their lives and 699 children got different traumas of above-mentioned age groups.

2.2 Problems of need of special governmental policy

2.2.1 As a result of inferior and unhealthy nutrition and environmental pollution morbidity the number of children with respiratory, digestive apparatus diseases have negative impact to intellectual potential and psychometric abilities of children.

2.2.2. In most cases infrastructure in the living areas is unsafe, not adequate for children, including those of special needs and their families, not encouraged to take responsibility on quality of above mentioned environment.

2.3 Target of policy

To provide healthy, safe environment and infrastructure corresponding to children’s needs.

2.4 Result of policy

Environment and infrastructure correspond to the needs of children and is safe

2.5 Directions of activities

2.5.1 To promote safe infrastructure and environment for all children, included disabled children and children with special needs.

2.5.2 To supervise the observation of normative acts regarding to air pollution, public catering, quality of surface and underground water, arranging places for swimming and hygiene and other quality standards.

2.5.3 To perform analysis of statistics on indicators of children health and its correlation with air and water pollution, quality of food and other environmental factors.

2.5.4 To support arranging and maintenance of green territories and children playgrounds for sport, relaxation and cultural measures according to interests and needs of different age groups.

2.6 Responsible institutions

Ministry of Health, Ministry of  Transportation, Ministry of Economics, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Municipalities

2.7 Indicators

2.7.1. Proportion rate of injured children;

2.7.2 Proportion rate of intoxicated children as a result of air, water pollution, low quality food and different similar factors. 

