Draft

Law of Georgia

On Prevention of Iodine and other Micronutrients and Vitamin Deficiency Disorders

Chapter 1

General Provisions

Article 1.

The Aim of the Law

The aim of the law is to create supportive environment for prevention, reduction and elimination of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders for ensuring the health protection of the Georgian population and sustaining the intellectual potential.

Article 2.

Legislation of Georgia on Prevention of Iodine and other Micronutrients and Vitamin Deficiency Disorders

The legislation of Georgia on Prevention of Iodine and other Micronutrients and Vitamin Deficiency Disorders consists of the Constitution of Georgia, Law on the “Health Care”, international treaties and agreements, the present law and other legislative and normative acts.

Article 3.

Concepts and definitions, used in the law

The concepts, used in the present law have the following definitions:

a) Iodine and other Micronutrients and Vitamin Deficiency Disorders – Pathological condition of the organism, caused by the lack/deficiency of iodine, micronutrients and vitamins. It could result in the following: disorders in physical and mental development, cretinism, endemic goiter, disruption of the reproductive function among women, iron deficiency anemia, caries, osteoporosis, increase of the infant mortality rate.

b) Prophylactics of Iodine and other Micronutrients and Vitamin Deficiency Disorders – is the system of the government activities, directed at the prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

c) Salt iodization and fortification of other food products – is the process of fortification of salt and other food products by the iodine, micronutrients and vitamins in order to ensure mass prophylactics from the development of iodine, micronutrients and vitamins deficiency disorders.

d) Distributors of the iodized salt and other fortified products in the population - physical and juridical persons (irrelevant to the type of property), who import and distribute iodized salt and other fortified products.

e) Fortification of the products – process of fortifying food products by definite substances – micronutrients, vitamins, etc.

Article 4. Main principles of prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders

The main principles of prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders are as follows:

a) Responsibility of state bodies, authorities, individuals to ensure import and realization of iodized salt and fortified products and their proper utilization in the country.

b) Accessibility of effectiveness of health care facilities in case of occurrence of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

c) Protection of the rights of the population in case of worsening their health due to the law quality of salt/salt for livestock or inadequate quality of other fortified food products by compensating the damage caused to their health.

d) Ensuring active participation of population, nongovernmnetal and governmental organizations and international agencies in the activities directed on the ensuring the health status of the population.

e) Taking effective measures for the prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders in order to prohibit realization of inadequate quality salt (including livestock salt) and fortified products.

Article 5. 

State control on the prevention measures carried out against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders

The state control on the prevention measures carried out against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders is conducted by the national interagency coordination council. The membership of the above council is determined by the President of Georgia.

Article 6.

Competence of the National Interagency Coordination Council on the prevention measures against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders

The competence of the council lies in the conducting of supervision and control of preventive measures directed against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

a) Coordinate preventive activities of different state agencies, juridical and physical persons, including foreigners, directed against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

b) Supervise and evaluate effectiveness of preventive measures directed against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

c) Elaboration of proposals and submission to the President of Georgia on the improvement of preventive measures directed against iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders.

d) Control/supervise implementation of the provisions of the present law and other legislative acts on the whole territory of Georgia.

e) Discuss issues of re-iodization of salt and fortification of other food products (bread, milk, etc) with other competent bodies.

f) Coordinate/facilitate activities of governmental, nongovernmnetal agencies and international organizations.

g) Facilitate wide scale information-education activities in order to increase demand among the Georgian population on iodized salt and other fortified products 

h) Ensure sale-price regulation on the iodized salt and other fortified products in cooperation with competent authorities

i) Decisions made by the National ICC Council on prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders are mandatory for all state authorities and agencies, enterprises and organizations despite their legal status, property and subordination.

Chapter II

Prevention of iodine and other micronutrients and vitamin deficiency disorders with fortification of slat and other food products with iodine

Article 7.

Requirement towards salt and other fortified products

Edible (table) salt and salt for livestock  should be iodized.

Quality, safety of free iodine and other supplemental nutrients in the edible salt and other fortified products, methods of the slat iodization for livestock usage and control of the free iodine and other supplemental nutrients in the salt and other products should be compliant with the state standards elaborated in Georgia.

Article 8.

Certification of salt and other fortified products

a. All iodized salt and other fortified products considered for realization on the territory of Georgia are subject to mandatory certification.

b. Import of edible (including for livestock) salt and other fortified products into the territory of Georgia without submission of the quality certificate issued or recognized according to the Georgian law on standardization would be forbidden.

Article 9.

Sanitary-hygienic rules and norms

Production, fortification of salt or other products with iodine, re-iodization of salt and sale of iodized salt or other fortified products should be compliant with the sanitary-hygienic rules and norms adopted in the country.

Article 10.

Requirements for packing marking, transportation and storage

Requirements for packaging, marking, transportation and storage of iodized salt and other fortified products are determined by the state standards of Georgia.

Article 11.

 Advertisement of salt (iodized salt) and other fortified products

Advertisement of salt and other fortified products is proceeded in compliance with the Georgian Law on “Advertisement”.

Article 12.

Safety and quality assurance of the iodized salt and other fortified products

a. Juridical and physical entities, dealing with production, import, sale and advertisement of iodized salt and other fortified products are responsible to customers for assuring quality and safety of the iodized salt and other fortified products in accordance to the state standards of Georgia.

b. Rules and forms of information sharing to population regarding certification of the iodized salt and other fortified products are determined by the Georgian legislation on protection of the customers’ rights.

c. Salt upon expiration of its iodine content determined by the Georgian legislation, is subject to reprocessing and re-iodization. Storage and sale of the expired iodized salt and other fortified products are forbidden.

Article 13.

Safety and quality control of iodized salt and other fortified products

a. State authorities, within the scope of their competence ensure control over quality and safety for using iodized salt and other fortified products

b. Georgian citizens, social unions, organizations have the right to perform public control over quality and safety for using iodized salt and other fortified products within the scope of the legislation.

Article 14.

Competence of state authorities and rights-obligations of persons responsible for ensuring public control

Targeting at prevention of the iodine, other micronutrient and vitamin deficiency disorders, the competent persons of the responsible state authorities, have the right to perform selection of the table (edible) salt and salt as well as other fortified products for livestock, for the expertise purposes.

Rights and obligations of the state authorities and the competent persons performing public control over quality and safety of the iodized salt and other fortified products are determined by the Georgian legislation.

Article 15.

Banning import and sale of the edible salt and the salt as well as other fortified products used for the livestock during violation of the fortification requirements.

Import and realization of the edible salt and the salt as well as other fortified products used for the livestock on the territory of Georgia without ensuring the fortification requirements determined by the Article 7 of the current Law will be forbidden. 

Chapter III

Responsibility of the physical and juridical entities for violation of Law of Georgia on Prevention of Iodine and other Microelements' and Vitamins' Deficiency Disorders

Article 16.

Responsibility for violation of the Law of Georgia on Prevention of Iodine and other Microelements' and Vitamins' Deficiency Disorders

The responsibility for import and realization of Iodized Salt and other fortified products with violation of State standards and certification requirements of fortification, misconduct of government officials and employees of medical institutions in Prevention of Iodine and other Microelements' and Vitamins' Deficiency Disorders is determined by the Law of Georgia.

Article 17.

The issue of responsibility of reimbursement for health consequences of the producers and distributors of the iodized salt and other fortified products is regulated by the Civic Code of Georgia.

Chapter IV

Final Statements

Article 18.

International Collaboration

The International Agreements are the basics of international collaboration of Georgia with other Counties in Prevention of Iodine, other Microelements' and Vitamins' Deficiency Disorders.

If International Agreements define other rules, than stated in the current law, the regulations of International Agreements will apply.

Article 19.

Rights and Obligations of people without citizenship of other countries.

Citizens of other countries or people without citizenship status have the similar rights and obligations in implementation of preventive measures against Iodine, other Microelements' and Vitamins' Deficiency Disorders, as the citizens of Georgia.

Article 20 

Law enforcement.

The Law becomes into force upon publication.
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