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1. Overview of implemented activities

Independent Consumers Union (ICU) regularly conducted monitoring of the market in 30 districts of the country from March 15, 2003 to November 15, 2003.

ICU’s wide volunteer network was involved in this action. 10.000 ICU volunteers conducted promotion activities. At the end of every three weeks the results of monitoring were summarized and a written report was submitted to UNICEF. 

Within the framework of the project 2 experts of ICU conducted seminars in 10 districts of Azerbaijan. Consumers, salt producers and sellers, representatives of the state bodies, municipalities, sanitary organizations, students, and people involved in education and others participated in the seminars. 

Seminars were held in Guba (05.06.03 – 06.06.03), Ganja (12.06.03 – 13.06.03), Goychay (19.06.03 – 20.06.03), Salyan (17.08.03 – 18.08.03), Lankaran (19.08.03 – 20.08.03), Khachmaz (21.08.03 – 22.08.03), Sabirabad (26.08.03 – 27.08.03), Mingachevir (28.08.03 – 29.08.03), Sumgayit (02.09.03-03.09.03) and Absheron (06.10.03 – 07.10.03). Total of 322 people participated in the seminars. 

Topics of the seminars were the following:

· Objectives of the implemented project;

· Salt – as an important food product;

· What is the purpose of UNICEF and the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Azerbaijan? 

· Disturbances caused by non-iodized salt use;

· Ways of improving the situation in the country;

· Visual testing of salt samples.

Before starting the seminar in each of 10 regions, ICU has officially appealed to the heads of executive authorities in the districts to bring this problem to the  attention of government representatives. Two hours prior to the start of the seminar, monitoring of the local market was conducted and samples of non-iodized salt were purchased to be demonstrated at the seminar. An exhibition of non-iodized fake salts with “iodized” inscriptions on the label, was organized for all seminar participants.  

During the seminars, as a result of active participation of some consumers, places of sale of fake non-iodized salt were determined and non-iodized salt was destroyed at a spot.  Based on the information provided by the local population, twenty tons of salt with fake “Artemsol” labels were found in the warehouse of the textile factory in Agdash district. The Executive Authorities of the district exempted this salt.

A shop producing fake salts and selling non-iodized salts with “iodized” inscriptions on the label was revealed in Ganja. The government bodies closed down the shop and burned five tons of carton fake labels. 

The results of the monitoring conducted in the markets in districts (cities) were as following. 
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Guba-05.06-06.06.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 60.12% and non-iodized salt is 39.88%. It means that the number of those who uses iodized salt is 20.24% higher. 

Ganja-12.06-13.06.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 83% and non- iodized salt is 17%. It means that the number of those who uses iodized salt is 66% higher. 

Goychay-19.06-20.06.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 83% and non- iodized salt is 17%. It means that the number of those who uses iodized salt is 66% higher. 

Salyan-17.08-18.08.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 53.3% and non-iodized salt is 46.7%. It means that the number of those who uses iodized salt is 6.6% higher. 

Lankaran-19.08-20.08.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 83.3% and non-iodized salt is 16.7%. It means that the number of those who uses iodized salt is 66.6% higher. 

Khachmaz-21.08-22.08.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 86.7% and non-iodized salt is 13.3%. It means that the number of those who use iodized salt is 73.4% higher. 

Sabirabad – 26.08-27.08.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 68.3% and non-iodized salt is 31.7%. It means that the number of those who use iodized salt is 36.6% higher. 

Mingachevir-28.08-29.08.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families the use of iodized salt is 60% and non- iodized salt is 40%. It means that the number of those who use iodized salt is 20% higher. 

Sumgayit-02.09-03.09.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families in Sumgayit the use of iodized salt is 81.7% and non-iodized salt is 18.3%. It means that the number of those who use the new iodonized salt is 63.4% higher. 

Absheron-06.10-07.10.2003

As it’s seen from the chart, in the researched families in Absheron the use of iodized salt is 46.7% and non-iodized salt is 53.3%. It means that the number of those who use iodized salt is 6.6% higher. 

As it’s seen from the chart, the most serious situation was in Absheron district. The reasons of this are the following:

· Monitoring concurs with the conservation of vegetables;

· The population of Absheron district use directly the non-refined salt from the Lake Masazir;

· The awareness of the population about “iodized salt” is very little. 

According to the outcomes of the monitoring carried out in 30 districts (towns) of Azerbaijan, the situation regarding the use of iodized salt in the Republic is as follows:

1. Monitoring – 15.03.03 – 30.04.03
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2. Monitoring – 01.05.03 – 30.05.03
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3. Monitoring – 01.06.03 – 30.06.03
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4. Monitoring – 01.07.03 – 31.07.03
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5. Monitoring – 01.08.03 – 05.09.03


[image: image6.wmf]75

25

83

17

75

25

0

50

100

%

1 week

2 week

3 week

Weeks

Results of the monitoring of the market for iodized salt

iodinized

non-iodinized


6. Monitoring – 06.09.03 – 30.09.03


[image: image7.wmf]78

22

78

22

75

25

0

20

40

60

80

%

1 week

2 week

3 week

Weeks

Results of the monitoring of the market for iodized salt

iodinized

non-iodinized


7. Monitoring – 01.10.03 – 30.10.03
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8. Monitoring – 01.11.03 – 15.11.03
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Situation in iodized salt sale in the food market of the country within 8 months.
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Analyses of the chart give us the following results:

Utilization of non-iodized salt in the 1st month was 39,7%. As a result of carried out activities the situation in the market has rapidly changed and this number reduced to 23,3%. 

Within one month the situation remained stable. 

In the 4th month, the situation has improved, thus utilization of non-iodized salt was 20%.

In the 5th month situation has negatively changed and use of non-iodized salt was 22,3%.

In the 6th month this number again reached 23%.

In the 7th and 8th months indicator of non-iodized salt usage was equal to 32,3%.

The situation has positively changed by 7,3% in comparison with the 1st month results. 

In average the situation has improved by 1% each month. 

An increase in the non-iodized salt indicator during the last two months is explained by the following factors:

· The season for conservation of vegetables and preparation of  cheese has started;

· The process of collecting salt from Garadag salt lake has started.

While conducting seminars and monitoring of the market, ICU’s volunteers disseminated 3,000 leaflets among population, 1000 leaflets provided by UNICEF were pasted on the walls in the shops. Testing of utilized salt was conducted on random sample in 600 families and the questionnaire survey was held. 

COLLABORATION WITH THE STATE BODIES

Within the project, ICU found out the contacts of the companies producing non-iodized salts and the addresses of the firms selling non-iodized salt in the market to population. The experts of ICU disseminated leaflets about the danger of non-iodized salt in the mentioned places and conducted awareness campaigns. 

ICU informed the state bodies about the companies producing non-iodized salt, and deceiving consumers by putting “iodized” inscription on the labels of non-iodized salt. 

The project coordinator met with the Deputy Minister of Economic Development (MED) and informed the government official about the issue as well as provided necessary written documentation. The same kind of meeting was held with the chief of Anti-Monopoly Department of the MED and verbal and written information about the situation was presented to him. 

As a result of these meetings the MED sent a reply letter to ICU and informed that two enterprises, one in Narimanov district, Azadlig avenue 909, producing ten types of fake salt and another in Khirdalan settlement, S.Vurgun street 6, producing two types of fake salt were fined and shut down.       

The Anti-Monopoly Department of the MED in the letter, dated 27.06.03 to ICU states that “a special commission has been established to investigate the quality of the salt in the market”.

With the purpose of exploring of the results of ICU’s active work among population, the Ministry of National Security officially appealed to ICU with the letter of 03.10.2003. The letter requested to submit the results of the work related to non-iodized salt to the Ministry. 

Based on this request, ICU provided the Ministry of National Defense with 70-page material. 

COLLABORATION WITH MASS MEDIA

ICU has been closely working with mass media and informing consumers about the updates on the issue since the beginning of the project.

During the implementation period of the project 6 programs on AzTV, 2 on SPACE TV and 7 programs on Azerbaijan State Radio channel dedicated to the salt issue were broadcast. 

The issue was widely covered by regional TV stations, too. Three programs in Ganja, two in Guba, two in Lankaran and five in Mingachevir informed the population about the implementation of the project. 

Twenty newspapers published in the country provided materials of ICU on the project implementation. Altogether more than seventy articles were published on the issue. Newspapers of large circulation such as “Zerkalo”, “Respublika”, “Yeni Azerbaycan”, “2 sahil”, “Azerbaycan”, etc. also published project materials. Information agencies such as “Turan”, “Olaylar”, “Media-Press” etc. constantly provided wide coverage of the issue of non-iodized salt. 

Within the framework of the project a press conference was held in Baku Press Club on 14.11.2003.   

Activities implemented within the UNICEF supported project, current situation in the country’s market, foreseeable risks, and prospects of the organization were discussed at the press conference. 

Twenty newspaper articles on the press conference were published.       

JOINT WORK WITH OTHER NGOs

In order to involve other NGOs in the country to the solution of the problem the ICU discussed the risks of using non-iodized salt with 400 NGO leaders in the National NGOs Forum and drew the attention of all NGOs to this problem around to this issue. 

ICU conducted seminar with the Union of Tradesman and Producers, and held meetings with salt producers, salespeople, and representatives of the state bodies.

The test samples and leaflets were given to ICU district offices and 20.000 of ICU volunteers were also engaged in this work. 

OUTCOMES 

The work conducted within the Project framework points out to the availability of the following problems:

· The awareness of population about the salt is very low. 

· The awareness of population concerning iodized salt is not adequate. 

· The population has little information about the disorders of non-iodized salt.

· Local salt producers do not realize their responsibility in selling raw salt to the population 

· The knowledge of salt producers and trade people on purifying and iodizing the salt is very poor. 

· The trademarks of the packing salt, which is on sale, are not designed correctly. Trademarks deceive consumers.

·  None of the locally produced salt is being purified from heavy metals and each of them contains the elements, which gradually poison the consumers. 

· It is known that people consume only 25% of the produced salt in household conditions. The remaining 75% is being used in mass production (bakery, production of cans, cheese and etc).

· All bread-baking plants in the Republic use non-iodized salt and in most cases non- purified salt.

· Non-iodized and dangerous raw salt is used in the mass can and cheese production.

The Main Important Outcome:

In 2002, by Decree of the President, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources prepared the 150-page Document titled “Ecological Conditions of Lakes in Absheron peninsular”. 

According to the Document, Masazir and Garadakh lakes from where the salt is collected are considered to be ecologically polluted. The analyses of the salt in above-mentioned lakes were made and it was found out that they contain heavy metals that are non-treatable and exceed the norm by 10 times.  

The analysis of the Document shows that the salt in Masazir and Garadag Lakes is not formed from the water of the Sea but from sewage and oil fields disposal and it is impossible to purify it!

Ministry of Ecology states that it is impossible to purify this salt and this salt is very dangerous. Other Ministry of Azerbaijani Government – the Ministry of Health gives the hygienic certificate, confirming the purity of the salt!

The ICU’s conclusion: Sources of local salt are dangerous. It is impossible to purify them!
SUGGESTIONS

· To intensify awareness campaign among the population.

· To conduct awareness campaign in the schools and municipalities of Absheron district.

· To conduct meetings with the police and road police of Garadag and Absheron districts and to conduct awareness campaign.

· To visit small and large bakeries in the Republic, to explore the situation and notify authorities about the problems.

· To visit all of canned food factories in the Republic, to study the situation and notify authorities about the problems.

· To broadcast 10-minute TV shows once a week.

· To create the lab that makes possible to determine iodine and heavy metals in the salt.
· To negotiate with the government concerning prevention of salt gathering from dangerous lakes. 

· To prevent waste water and sewage disposal into Lake Masazir.

· To carry out salt production only in the places where sea water was graduated. 

Project Coordinator:



 
E. Huseynov
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