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During the period of 15 March, 2003 – 29 April, 2003 Independent Consumers Union (ICU) has conducted monitoring of country market on the sale of iodinized salt.

The Ministry of Health provided ICU with test kits determining the presence of iodine in salt. Volunteers were widely used while conducting monitoring in the regions of the Republic. Starting on March 15th, 2003 these volunteers held a monitoring of the markets with the help of test kits. 15.03.03 – 01.04.03 was the preparatory period.

During the period of 01.04.03 – 21.04.03 monitoring of the markets was conducted and 21.04.03-30.04.03 period was spent on summarizing of the results.

The results of the 1st week of monitoring were the following.

66% of all salts in the market was iodinized and 34% had absence of iodine in its composition.

On the 2nd week, the percentage of iodinized salt was 65% and non iodinized counted 35%.

The 3rd weeks results showed a balance in the market, thus 50% of salts were iodinized and 50% non iodinized. This means that the percentage of iodinized salt has reduced and accordingly the percentage of non iodinized salt has increased.         
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Primary analysis show that new brands of salts has entered the market. Although these brands have “iodinized” writing on the label, the salts do not have iodine in composition. 

ICU has informed people about non iodinized salt, called “Соль Йодированная” VOIN 150045794, SN # 005415 through 8 TV programmes and 10 newspaper articles. But so called business owners reacted immediately and changed the label of the salt, removed the mentioned script and even put a code of Russian Federation on the package. 

In order to affect the situation, and according to the project plan, ICU has worked closely on this issue with state structures. 

ICU has applied to the Ministry of Economic Development and the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan Republic with a letter with the purpose of preventing the sale of false salt. The label description of so called “iodinized” salts was also provided in the letter. 

On 24.04.2003, the project coordinator – Mr. E. Huseynov has met with Advisor of Minister of Economic Development, Mr. Akif Asgarov and discussed issues concerning the production of non iodinized salt and prevention mechanisms of the sale of false salts. 

A TV programme regarding the implementation of the project was transmitted on 16.04.03 on “SPACE” TV channel. Also number of articles connected with this issue were published in different newspapers: “Iki sahil” on 30.03.03, “Respublika” on 06.04.03, “Alternativ” on 09.04.03, “Zerkalo” on 12.04.03, “Etimad” on 12.04.03, “Etimad” on 24.04.03. (Copies of the articles are attached).

Project coordinator:




E. Huseynov.
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