REGIONAL WORKSHOP OF SALT PRODUCERS OF CENTRAL ASIA:

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

12-13 July 2004, Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic

Heads of salt producing enterprises and the associations of salt producers of the Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in the course of two-days discussion of issues of production and trade of iodized salt of good quality in the countries of central Asia, conducted with the support of the Asian Development Bank, UNICE and Kazakhstan Academy for Nutrition approved the following principles and action platform:

Recognizing that: 

During the recent years due to joint efforts of the governments, civil society and food enterprises big efforts were undertaken for the organization of production of iodized salt of good quality, adoption of legislative and normative acts, strengthening of customs and market control;

With the support of international organizations and the Japanese Fund for Poverty Reduction salt producing enterprises obtained a technical possibility for the production of iodized salt of good quality and established the system of quality control;

Governments of countries of Central Asia develop and adopt national programs for the reduction and liquidation of iodine deficiency. 

Confirming that:

Citizens of the region must have an opportunity to receive continuously accessible, safe and efficient fortified food products for the reduction of micronutrient deficiency;

Addition of potassium iodati into salt for food is a tested method of prevention of iodine deficiency as a social problem. 

We assure that:

All salt, used by humans for food will be fortified with potassium iodati;

The salt producing enterprises and associations of salt producers will undertake measures for providing iodized salt of good quality at the maximum possible level and will actively participate in control of quality of salt, which is sold in wholesale and retail trade; 

Salt producing enterprises will avoid excessive increase in prices for iodized salt , which might reduce consumer demand;

Salt producing enterprises will make procurements of potassium iodati at their own expense after expiration of the Project of the Asian Development Bank.

Salt producing enterprises and associations of salt producers of Central Asia will conduct regular meetings-workshops (not less than once per year) for discussing priority issues and coordination of activities in the region.

For this it is necessary to provide for coordinated implementation of the following actions on the national and regional levels.

ACTIONS ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL

adopt regulations (normative acts), strengthening control of custom, finance, tax and sanitary  bodies over import of non-iodized salt for food and of technical salt;

adopt measures to preferential taxation (including VAT) at salt producing enterprises and salt processing enterprises  with the purpose with the purpose of sustainable follow up after expiration of the project of the Asian Development Bank and successful implementation of the national programs for reduction of IDD in the region for both imported and for the produced in the country;

invite associations of salt producers to control over quality of iodized salt in wholesale and retail trade;

promote broadening of a dialogue between the governmental and private sector on iodization of salt, organization of informational activities for the dissemination of the program and broadening of support from donors;

develop and implement communications strategies and enlightenment campaign for the population of the use and importance of use of fortified food products, including iodized salt for food in nutrition of mothers and children, assist growth of consumer demand on these products. 

ACTIONS ON THE REGIONAL LEVEL

Attract associations of salt producers to establishment of direct contacts among salt producers in the region on issues of supply of salt for food and technical salt;

Attract governments to programs of preferential crediting of salt producing enterprises for equipping enterprises with modern technological equipment for production of iodized salt of good quality;  

Attract governments and international organizations to participation in the programs for equipping salt producing/processing enterprises and controlling bodies with laboratory and diagnostic equipment (including WYD-checkers and test-indicators), and training of laboratory personnel on control over quality of iodized salt.

Attract international organizations, and, first of all, the Asian Development Bank and UNICEF  ЮНИСЕФ, towards establishing direct contacts of salt producing/processing enterprises and associations of salt producers with international suppliers of equipment, potassium iodati and expendable materials;

Develop and propose schemes of sustainable independent procurements of potassium iodati to international organizations;

Develop such regional activities as round tables, joint reports and joint trainings with the attraction of specialists from the countries of the region on such directions as legislation, strategies for dissemination of information and partnership among the civil society, private and the state  sector;

Promote mechanisms of exchange of information inside countries (domestically) and among the countries-participants, including web site, which will allow to salt producing enterprises and associations of salt producers exchange between each other and share with international community in general the achievements in the sphere of propaganda, technologies, formation of consumer demand on iodized salt.   

