ICCIDD Statement at WHA 2005

Today I appear before you on behalf of both the International Council for the Control of IDD and the Global Network for Sustained Elimination of Iodine Deficiency, to urge you to persevere in the global fight against iodine deficiency, which is responsible for causing “brain damage” among hundreds of millions of children.  As the WHO Iodine Status Report states,  IDD, even in its mildest form, can rob infants of up to 13.5 IQ points.  This inevitably leads to impaired learning and subsequent low economic productivity.  
The appeal to continue efforts against IDD is urgent and timely.  2005 is the target year set by the international community as the goal for sustained IDD elimination.  Although many countries have reached this goal, many more have not. In a few months, the UN General Assembly will review the progress made to date towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  IDD programs directly contribute to six of the objectives:  
For the twin goals of reducing child mortality and improving maternal health, IDD programs have been successful in preventing stillbirths, miscarriages, and neonatal deaths, as well as ensuring healthy pregnancies and improving reproductive health.
For the goal of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, IDD programs prevent brain damage thereby increasing children’s learning ability and leading to higher economic productivity and reducing the burden of disease. 

For the goals of universal primary education and gender equality, IDD programs improve cognitive development and school performance and reduce drop-out rates, and do so without discrimination, as iodized salt is consumed by boys and girls, men and women, alike.
Finally, for the goal of partnership for development, IDD work creates and sustains private-public partnership between the health agencies and salt sectors.
The progress achieved thus far has been unprecedented, as more than 2 billion more people are using iodized salt in the last decade.  However, we are only two-thirds of the way towards reaching our goal, and reaching the last third, some two billion more people, is our biggest challenge.  At least 40 million children, mostly in poor and disadvantaged areas, continue to come to this world each year without iodized salt protection.  Moreover, we are witnessing a trend of decreasing iodized salt usage in some areas.  This is alarming, because unlike smallpox, IDD cannot be eradicated; if iodine intake decreases, IDD rates will increase.  If the international community should relent now, the progress we have made may well begin to reverse itself.  
We urge you to adopt the draft resolution co-sponsored by 20 countries and spearheaded by Canada.  It aims to give the necessary framework to carry on the fight
. 
Eliminating IDD represents one of the few truly sustainable development efforts.  It requires making the production and use of iodized salt a habit without necessitating further interventions. IDD elimination is an extraordinary bargain, as World Bank economists have calculated that each dollar dedicated to IDD prevention would yield a productivity gain of $28.   
While ICCIDD and other development agencies can provide assistance, in the final analysis member states bear the burden and responsibility of ensuring their children to grow up without any brain damage and to fulfill their potential to lead socially and economically productive lives.  It would be unconscionable if we allow millions of children to suffer brain damage, considering the low cost required saving a child from brain damage - between 2 to 9 US cents a year for the right kind of salt, a daily necessity, and for the right to a smart start in life. If we fail to follow through with continued efforts allowing this fight to falter, if we forsake the children of the poor, and if we allow the achievement of the last decade to dissipate, history will judge us harshly.

Thank you for your attention.
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