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Press release 
Chisinau, 24 May2005 

THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN DETENTION ARE SEVERELY VIOLATED, STATES THE FIRST STUDY IN THIS FIELD 
· 85 % of juveniles in pre-trial detention haven’t had any meetings with the a lawyer
· in 43 % of cases, the pre-trial detention exceeded 4 months, which is in contradiction with the legislation in force 
Extended detention of juveniles brings to degradation of their personality. The promotion of alternative punishments is a priority for the judiciary system in the Republic of Moldova, so that imprisonment of children in conflict with the law shall be an exceptional measure.  In the case when detention can’t be avoided, it shall be reduced to a minimum and applied while observing all the legal norms and human rights. 
These are the conclusions made by the monitoring report  “Situation of Children in Places of Detention”, produced by the Institute of Penal Reform (IPR) within a larger project on the reform of the juvenile justice system in Moldova, assisted by UNICEF.  The study is the first of this kind in Moldova and it addresses important aspects such as: juveniles apprehension and application of preventive measures, treatment during interrogation, detention conditions, right to defence, summoning and hearing, alternative punishments. Also, the report includes statistical data on the most common offences committed by juveniles, on their families and future plans.  The data of the Report were presented today, May 24, within a Round Table with the participation of specialist in the field of justice, representatives of the governmental and non-governmental sectors. 
According to the study, the right to defence is the most often violated in the case of children in conflict with the law. 85% of the juveniles that were questioned last year in the pre-trial detention facilities of Chisinau and Balti hadn’t had any meetings with a lawyer. Most serious is the fact that in 43% of cases the detention period exceeded 4 months, which contravenes with the legislation in force.  Other violations relate to lack of information on rights and excessive duration of interrogations and inhuman detention conditions. A big part of interviewed people declared that had been exposed to physical and psychological maltreatment by the prosecution bodies and are treated as total criminals, in the best case, neglectfully.
The majority of questioned children were arrested for thefts (over 80%), robberies (6%), illegal entries (2%), and property damage (2%), fewer for murder, rapes and severe physical injuries. Most of the juveniles in detention come from social-vulnerable or incomplete families, show severe psychological disorders manifested through extremely low self-esteem and poor schooling level.     

Besides statistical data and analysis, the study offers solutions for humanisation of the conditions of juveniles in conflict with the law and child rights observance.  Among the most important is the application of alternative punishments: probation (the juvenile’s supervision out of prison), community work, involvement of juveniles in educational and re-socialisation programmes. The main idea of the study is that juvenile justice has to be based more on juveniles’ rehabilitation rather than their punishment and that Moldova needs a separate system of juvenile justice. 
The study was carried out on a sample of 61 adolescents and young people of 14 to 18 years of age, detainees of pre-trial detention facilities from Balti and Chisinau. It contains data collected by the IPR mobile teams which, since 2003 pay weekly visits to the pre-trial detention facilities, where they provide free legal and psycho-social assistance to the young detainees and contribute to the observance of their rights. This activity is carried out within a common UNICEF and IPR project, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice. The project also includes the creation of alternatives to juveniles’ imprisonment. These new models of work also need to be supported through legal and institutional reforms. 
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