Reducing the risk of child trafficking through LSBE in child care institutions
Since 2003 UNICEF Moldova supports the Project “Life Skills Education for the prevention of trafficking and unemployment”, targeting children and youth growing up in residential care institutions to prevent and diminish the risks of unemployment and trafficking in human beings after they graduate from boarding schools.  

According to the data available about 10 % of the victims of trafficking have grown up in childcare institutions and since children growing up in childcare institutions represent at least 1 per cent (13 000) of the total child population of Moldova, they are 10 times more vulnerable to trafficking. There are 68 residential institutions for children across Moldova: 19 general boarding schools under the Ministry of Education, 3 institutions of residential child care and 41 institutions for children with special needs (light and medium mental or/and physical disabilities), three orphanages for children aged between 0 and 6 under the Ministry of Health and 2 institutions for children with special needs (severe mental and physical disabilities) under the Ministry of Labour.
Project rationale
Special focus is being placed on the boarding schools education system which currently does not encourage children’s personal, interpersonal and social development. An assessment of needs of institutionalized children showed that the skills they acquire in residential care refer only to activities and behaviours inside the institution and cannot be applied in the outside world. Institutionalised children are isolated and have no opportunity to communicate with others, thus they cannot integrate into society because they have not developed the life and socialisation skills for independent community living. This makes them more vulnerable to the risks of being trafficked. 
Project results
Through the Project “Life Skills Education for the prevention of trafficking and unemployment”, for the first time in Moldova life skills-based education is applied as an approach to developing knowledge, attitudes and special skills using a variety of learning experience and emphasizing on participatory methods for the children in residential care. The goal of the LSE activities is to raise awareness on dangers of trafficking and build the capacity of vulnerable young people from boarding schools to understand and exercise their rights. As a result, during 2003-2004, more than 3000 children from 11 institutions across Moldova have acquired knowledge and skills to make informed decisions, solve problems, think creatively and critically, communicate with others and manage their lives in a healthy and productive manner. 

Sustainability
The project is being implemented through the NGO Centre for Documentation and Information on Children’s Rights with the support of the Ministry of Education and the State Department of Youth and Sports.
The Project evaluation showed that the LSBE approach to the educational process involves multiple benefits for the children and adults, for their personal, social and professional development. The use of interactive methods transformed the education process and made it more attractive and interesting for children and teaching staff.  The positive changes recorded in children who participated in the project were due to the integrated approach to knowledge, skills and attitudes within the educational process. It provided the necessary knowledge and skills for the social integration of boarding schools graduates and prevention of trafficking and unemployment.
As part of the partnership and cooperation with the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova, UNICEF supported the development of a special curricula for life skills based education, integrated into the general school curricula, which beginning with September 2005 will be taught in all schools of Moldova (residential care institutions and ordinary schools). 
