Recommendations 
of the International Forum on “Effective Forms and Methods of Providing Support to Socially Vulnerable Children”
May 5-6, 2005, Tashkent

The purpose of the International Forum on “Effective Forms and Methods of Providing Support to Socially Vulnerable Children” was to join efforts of scholars, officials, and leading experts of Uzbekistan and foreign countries to identify ways of solution of the most pressing issues in the area of social protection and adaptation of socially vulnerable children. 
The work of the International Forum was based on the following:
· Convention on the Rights of the Child;

· “A World Fit for Children”, an outcome document of the UN General Assembly Special Session adopted in 2002;

· United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines);

· Memorandum adopted at the International Conference “Social Protection of Children-Orphans” held on 3-4 June, 2004 in Tashkent;

· Priorities of the State Programs “The Year of Grace”, “The Year of Health”, and other programs aimed at upbringing of a harmoniously developed young generation. 
For the sake of solution of the problems of social support and social adaptation of children, raised at the Forum, the participants of the Forum recommend the following.
At the national level:

1. To create a unified interdepartmental database on socially vulnerable children and to introduce it in the relevant ministries, departments, and organizations; 

2. To develop, together with mass media, programs for liquidation of stigmatization of children of socially vulnerable groups, and to conduct public awareness campaigns on this issue among children in educational institutions.
3. To introduce a unified monitoring system of state programs and activities being implemented by State agencies, civil society and international organizations in the sphere of social protection of children;

4. To analyze implementation of legislative acts in the field of ensuring the rights of children, to draft proposals for amendment of legislation improvement for subsequent drafting the Law “On the Rights and Wellbeing of Children of Uzbekistan” that takes into account the interests of socially vulnerable children;
5. To draft proposals for establishment of the juvenile justice system in the Republic of Uzbekistan.

6. On the basis of the National Center for Social Adaptation of Children, to set up working groups on development of the National Concept of social support (medical, educational, economic, and legal) to children with special needs; 
7. To develop proposals on organization of a Service for Urgent and Deferred Rehabilitation and Medico-Social Support in Emergency for socially vulnerable children under the National Center for Social Adaptation of Children; 
8. On the basis of family outpatient clinics, to prepare proposals on establishment of inter-sectoral services of early intervention for provision with comprehensive medico-psycho-pedagogical support to children of 0 to 3 years of age;
9. To carry out work on improvement of the Regulations on medico-psycho-pedagogical commissions under the Ministry of Public Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan;
10. To carry out work on unification of terminology in the field of social protection of vulnerable children; 
11. To develop a Program for social reintegration of children of “Mekhribonlik” Homes and of children at social or legal risk.

12. To conduct scientific research on urgent problems of early detection and intervention, inclusive education, medical and social rehabilitation and adaptation of children with special needs;
13. To consider the issues of training of specialists in social work and child rehabilitation at higher and secondary professional educational establishments of the country, as well as of training and retraining of lawyers on child delinquency;
14. To draft Regulations on continuous education for children and adolescents with physical and mental impairments;
15. To establish an Education and Correction pedagogical center for socio-pedagogical rehabilitation of children with development abnormalities and of disabled children under the Ministry of Public Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan;
16. To develop and approve Regulations on inclusive education;
17. To carry out work on improvement of the Regulations on the “Mekhribonlik” Homes and of the adoption procedure;
18. To organize permanent courses on continuous professional development of social workers at the National Center for Social Adaptation of Children;
19. To study the question of division of the “Mekhribonlik” Homes for adolescents by gender and of establishment of courses on professional training with military orientation for boys and housekeeping for girls;
20. Study and apply advanced international experiences in:

· patronage, guardianship and other alternative forms of family care; 
· rehabilitation and integration of disabled children;

· socialization of children with deviant behavior.

At the regional level:
1. To ensure interaction between governmental and civil society organizations on the issues related to the interests of vulnerable children;
2. To develop joint programs for work of self-governance bodies, family outpatient clinics, educational institutions, and other structures concerned with socially vulnerable children;
3. To improve screening for early detection of inborn pathologies and diseases;
4. To further improve activities of rehabilitation centers with introduction of up-to-date computer technologies; 

5. To conduct regular training workshops on topical problems of children from vulnerable groups for officers of local government bodies, law enforcement agencies, and social services;
6. To develop and implement regional training programs on family upbringing, care, rehabilitation and social integration of families with disabled children;
7. To extend alternative forms of placing children orphans and the network of foster, patronage and host families;
8. To establish centers for legal, social, medical, and psychological support to street children and to establish “crisis” centers for support to families in a difficult situation; 
9. To extend the network of resource centers for women and children from and socially vulnerable families, to introduce programs on education and upbringing of children.
10. To systematically carry out work on identification of talented and gifted children among vulnerable ones; to organize regional exhibitions, contests, concerts; to nominate the most gifted girls as competitors for the State Zulfia Award;
11. To expand the network of sports clubs for disabled children;
12. To organize series of TV and radio programs, to publish articles on education, medico-social rehabilitation, and family upbringing; 
At the local level:
1. To analyze family status in mahallas for identification of vulnerable families and for providing social patronage;
2. To organize work on establishment of associations and clubs for parents with disabled children at self-governance bodies;
3. To develop and implement programs for family education for strengthening family capacity; 
4. To conduct meetings and workshops with experts on promotion of a healthy lifestyle, on formation of a healthy family, on prevention of drug use and on raising awareness on HIV/AIDS;
5. To conduct sporting events among disabled children;
6. To provide parents, teachers, workers of self-governance bodies with information and literature on healthy family formation;
7. To organize counseling centers for families with disabled children at family outpatient clinics.
Based on the above, we consider it advisable to:

· Submit the present recommendations to the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Karakalpakstan, regional khokimiats and Tashkent city khokimiat for development of territorial action plans aimed at improvement of the status of socially vulnerable children;
· Based on the territorial action plans and in order to implement these recommendations, to develop a National Program of Action for improvement of children’s wellbeing.
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