VIOLANCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The goal of this survey is to determine and analyze child abuse cases in the Republic of Kazakhstan and implementation of commitment made in relation to children. In order to achieve this the following tasks have been identified:

1) to obtain better quality of understanding of causes and factors, contributing to the growth of violence;
2) to determine the nature and the forms of violence against children, its scope and prevalence in Kazakhstan based on social-demographic, geographical, economic and other factors;
3) to determine the level of awareness in the community and among specialists about the facts of child abuse;
4) to determine the existence level of registration system in the Republic, the status of registration, audit, identification and reporting of violence cases against children and the measures taken to prevent these cases.

SAMPLING AND SURVEY METHODS
The data was collected based on qualitative and quantitative methods through in-depth interviews (with tape-recording) and anonymous questionnaires.

The in-depth interview included a special interview forms with general block of questions and special questions for related expert categories. Data collection via interview included  information like: child abuse cases, response measures taken by the public agencies and institutions; results; obstacles that emerge when somebody interferes; proposed solutions.

There were 2 types of questionnaires used to conduct the survey: Questionnaire 1 (for children) and Questionnaire 2 (for parents). For the purpose of comparative analyses all the questionnaires contained a general set of questions (a simplified, adapted version for the children) and specific questions for each of the target groups. Information collection through the questionnaires included the following topical blocks:

a) basic family data

b) a child’s history and current status (health status, accidents, mistreatment, other forms of child abuse)

c) child care (measures, conflicts, training);

d) child behavioral problems.

CONCLUSION

Today violence is a serious threat to pediatric population of the Republic – its health and well being. Among those died because of violence every 6th is a child.  According to the assessment of specialists from 60% to 80% of children are subject to violence on the part of parents, adults and children themselves. The number of children – victims of violence is growing from year to year.

Given that violence against children is one of the most serious impacts of deterioration of the situation, in which the population lives, the approach of the government must be oriented at brining down poverty through the policy in the field of revenues, employment and jobs creation, as well as reinforcement of effective programs among adult population and adolescents.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Preventive initiatives making use of the system of identification and registration of all the facts of violence against children to be carried out on time; 

- Set of complex measures to prevent dissemination of violence against children should be developed. Such measures should include education among parents and children including training on  the Convention on the Rights of the Child and on provisions of the national legislation in the field of child’s rights, provision of access for socially vulnerable families and their children to medical, educational and other services. 
- It is very important to mobilize community, including children, and ensure their full-fledged involvement into the work for successful implementation of CRC. Any separate element of this complex will not be effective if it is applied in isolation from other measures. It is crucially important to raise public awareness as to the scope and dynamics of violence against children as well as to establish effective public control over the implementation of the rights of the child on the part of law enforcement, surveillance and trusteeship bodies, Commission on Juveniles, personnel of orphanages, asylums, special schools and Remand Center (TSVIARN). Besides that concerted efforts are necessary on the part of society and government in order to establish such kind of philanthropic “tyranny” when any violation of the rights of the child is viewed as an extreme factor.  

- Work on site and education among children is one of the effective ways to prevent violence. For these it is necessary to use specially trained people – doctors, lawyers, specialists in human rights, social psychologists, pedagogues and etc. As for education among children then it is necessary to involve youth and children public associations that could train volunteers among peers. It is absolutely important to ensure legal education for children. 

-  Reformation of the juvenile justice system. This means complete change of the system of penitentiary institutions for children, setting up the system of juvenile courts, poverty alleviation, possibilities for child education and employment for parents, the lack of which drives people from despair to violence. Law and governmental policy are important as well. Without adequate social policy, legal support of the rights of the child and without necessary resources it is doubtful whether complex preventive programs and measures in the field of violence against children could be effective.  

- Creating child friendly environment. Creating a favorable environment means that it is necessary to do everything possible in future as well as to educate and inform the population, especially children in terms of violence and its impact upon the health and well being.

All these will be possible only in case partnership relations are established during this process and in case the government and the society trust but not oppose each other. Prevention of violence could not be imposed upon people – only people themselves are able to ensure it for their own sake.  

LESSONS LEARNT
The government of Kazakhstan should be more responsible and consistent in terms of its commitments related to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Eight years have passed since the time Kazakhstan joined this Convention and 2 years after Optional protocols were signed. However the Convention is still just a written document having no legislative power in the Republic of Kazakhstan.  

